Gordon Shupe
September 6, 2023

The Death of the
American Justice System?

A Drift in the Equal Application of Law

As I think about the theme of September’s Truth Fest:Tenacity and Perseverance in the
Pursuit of Justice, | realize that much of what we face in American society today is again a
symptom of man’s rebellion against his Creator’s established order. Our culture (family,
religion, education, media, entertainment, business, and government) is redefined,
perverted, and chaotic because we rebel against Judaeo-Christian foundations of law and
order. The Church’s mission to make disciples of the nations is mainly responsible for failing

to impact the seven mountains of influence by honoring the Creator’s instructions.

Against the Law

Even in the recent history of the church, when the law versus grace debate swung far
over to grace, Martin Luther coined the term antinomianism:
From Wikipedia:

Antinomianism (Ancient Greek: avti [anti] "against" and vouog
[nomos] "law") is any view that rejects laws or legalism and argues
against moral, religious, or social norms (Latin: mores) or is at least
considered to do so.

The term has both religious and secular meanings. (emphasis
added)

In some Christian belief systems, an antinomian takes the principle of
salvation by faith and divine grace to the point of asserting that the
saved are not bound to follow the moral law contained in the Ten
Commandments. Antinomians believe that faith alone guarantees
eternal security in heaven, regardless of one's actions.

THE DEATH OF AMERICAN JUSTICE?



- The term antinomian came into use in the sixteenth century;
however, the doctrine itself can be traced to the teaching of earlier
beliefs. Early Gnostic sects were accused of failing to follow the
Mosaic Law in a manner that suggests the modern term “antinomian."
Most Gnostic sects did not accept the Old Testament moral law.

Torah in Hebrew can mean teaching, direction, guidance, and law. Would it be fair to
say that disdain for the Torah and direction, guidance, and law can lead to the decay of
societal order? Do we see a society that redefines, ignores, or is opposed to being told what
to do or what is truth?

Prominent secular psychologists, sociologists, historians, and famous authors (like
George Orwell) have used the term to describe the behavior and beliefs of those who oppose
or ignore societal laws and legal processes. So, whether disregarding the law is secular,
physical, societal, or spiritual, it will result in chaos, tyranny, and mistreatment of the most

vulnerable.

Justice (Secular from the DOJ website):

How is the concept of procedural justice applied to policing, and what does it really
mean? “Procedural justice” refers to fairness in the processes that resolve disputes, legal
proceedings, and allocate resources. It is a concept that, when embraced, promotes positive
organizational change and bolsters better relationships.

Procedural justice speaks to four principles, often called the four
pillars:

1) being fair in processes,

2) being transparent in actions,

3) providing opportunity for voice,

4) being impartial in decision-making.

Justice (Biblical):

Throughout the Old and New Testament, our call to do justice is clear. Biblical

references to the word “justice” mean “to make right.” Justice is, first and foremost, a
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relational term — people living in right relationship with God, one another, and the natural

creation.

Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of the
afflicted and the destitute. (Psalm 82:3)

Learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the
fatherless, and please the widow's cause. (Isaiah 1:17)

But Biblical Justice isn’t just compassion for the weak and defenseless,
it is involves fairness and honesty:

To use two manner of weights, or two manner of measures, both these
are abominable unto the LORD. (Proverbs 20:10)

Today, we see this rejection and unequal application of law at every level of our society,
particularly from our nation’s highest office. lllegal immigration is rewarded, natural laws of
biology are broken, Supreme Court Justices are threatened, free speech is infringed upon,
suppressed, and canceled, imbedded intelligence agents entrap citizens, established election
laws are ignored, and murder is a convenient way to avoid inconvenience and responsibility.

A relatively new abuse of our system of justice is described as lawfare (warfare using our
court system):

Lawfare is the use of legal systems and institutions to damage or
delegitimize an opponent or to deter an individual's usage of their
legal rights.

The term may refer to using legal systems and principles against an
enemy, such as by damaging or delegitimizing them, wasting their
time and money, or winning a public relations victory. (Wikipedia)

Is it too late to right this nation’s legal and justice system? Are we witnesses to the
Death of Justice in the United States of America? Ultimately, that question rests with those

who love the Truth and are willing to defend it.

We all need Tenacity and Perseverance in the Pursuit of Justice!
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Scriptures to consider:

Cursed is he who accepts a bribe to strike down an innocent person. (Deut. 27:25)

You must not go about spreading slander among your people. You must not endanger the life of your

neighbor. (Leviticus 19:16)

You shall do no wrong in judgment, in measurement of weight, or capacity. You shall have just
balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin; | am the Lord your God, who brought you out from

the land of Egypt. (Leviticus 19:35-36)

You shall not follow a majority in wrongdoing; when you bear witness in a lawsuit, you shall not side

with the majority so as to pervert justice; nor shall you be partial to the poor in a lawsuit. (Exodus 23)

The King in his might loves justice. You have established equity; you have executed justice and
righteousness in Jacob. (Psalm 99.4)
So David reigned over all Israel. And David administered justice and equity to all his people.

(2 Samuel 8:15)

There are a half dozen places in Proverbs that talk about fairness and justice using the
economic notion of balanced scales, such as

A false balance and dishonest business practices are extremely offensive to the Lord,

But an accurate scale is His delight. (Proverbs 11:1)

Corrupt judges accept secret bribes, and then justice is not done. (Proverbs 17:23)

Are there not still treasures gained by wickedness, In the house of the wicked,
And a short (inaccurate) measure [for grain] that is cursed? Can I justify wicked scales
And a bag of deceptive weights? For the rich men of the city are full of violence,

Her residents speak lies, And their tongue is deceitful in their mouth. (Micah 6:10)
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